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Now was the tragedy of Cupid's wrath awfully completed; and,
the race of Leontius failing in the deaths of both his children,
the chronicle relates that, under their new Duke, Ismenus, the
offense to the angry Power was expiated; his statues and altars
were, with more magnificence than ever, re-edified ; and he ceased
thenceforth from plaguing the land.

Thus far the Pagan historians relate erring. But from this vain
Idol story a not unprofitable moral may be gathered against the
abuse of the natural, but dangerous, passion of love. In the story
of Hidaspes we see the preposterous linking of beauty with de-
formity ; of princely expectancies with mean and low conditions, in
the case of the Prince, her brother; and of decrepit age with youth
in the ill end of their doting father, Leontius. By their examples
we are warned to decline all unequal and ill-assorted unions.